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2011 has been quite a year!  Here’s what has happened so far 
 

 Over 140 local families attended with Celebrating Families! and ¡Celebrando Familias! 
provided by EMQ-FF, MACSA, and Parisi House on the Hill and 35 professionals received 
training provided by lead trainers from EMQ-FF and Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County.  
(Friends Outside of Santa Clara County has merged with Catholic Charities.) 

 Nationally over 70 sites are implementing CF! through Meth Court and Children’s Bureau 
Grants, and their own local funding.  At a minimum this is 1,000 families! 

 Several PPI leaders (Mary Gardner, Shirley Sparks Grief, and I) have prepared articles for 
publication.  (See www.preventionpartnership.us to read a chapter for a book in print by 
Judge Lucero.)   

 In May I co-presented a day-long seminar on Why Are the Kids Here – Family Centered Care 
at Navajo Nation Regional Behavioral Spring Pre-Conference Workshop .  A wonderful 
experience with an elder and native healer in the front row all day! 

 In September, I presented at the NACoA Board meeting (National Association for Children of 
Alcoholics), followed by several days of meetings with their staff and Board Committees to 
discuss site sustainability, fidelity, and marketing strategies. Later in September I presented 
on Celebrating Families! and ¡Celebrando Familias! at 

o The 2011 Critical Conference on Substance Abuse, Child Welfare and the Courts, 
sponsored by the National Alliance of Drug Endangered Children and Children & 
Families Futures.  In attendance were most Children’s Bureau Grantees (focused on 
child abuse prevention) and Meth Court Grantees.   Several of these grantees had 
written Celebrating Families! into their grants.  I learned they had seen such positive 
changes in clients attending CF! that many other grantees added CF! to their services! 

o National Conference on Addiction Disorders, where I also received NACoA’s highest 
award, the Ackerman Black Award.  (See article attached. Related publicity is on our 
Facebook page – please check it out and become a “friend”!)  

  

We are especially excited by the possibility the US Army will offer Celebrating Families!, opening 
the door to serving a new segment of our American society: the families of Iraq and Afghan War 
vets, who suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorders, alcoholism, domestic violence and drug 
abuse. The US Army Medical Service Corps and Madigan General Hospital at Joint Strike Base 
Stryker-McChord, WA (“Ft. Lewis,”) are interested in piloting Celebrating Families! and sent a 
team for training this spring.  (One of their officers identified CF! as the ONLY evidence-based 
curriculum sensitive to alcoholism, drug abuse and domestic violence.)  

 

 

We talk about addiction as a family disease.  Now we need to 
talk about Family Recovery, which necessitates addressing 
family treatment.  Families allow us into their souls.  We must 
work with them with respect and dignity.  Then families will 
heal and children can be happy, safe and addiction free.  
Rosemary Tisch, September 13,2010 National Addiction 
Disorders Conference, San Diego, CA 
 

 

http://www.preventionpartnership.us/


 New Projects   
 

PPI remains focused on serving Santa Clara County families.  2011-12 projects will benefit our 
local families by improving materials and providing more evaluation data to funders of the 
effectiveness of Celebrating Families!    WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE THESE HAPPEN! 

 

1. NACoA is involved in a large collaboration interested in utilizing ¡Celebrando Familias!, as part 
of a strategic initiative along the US/Mexican border.  To meet this need: 

 The Caregiver Handbook and Evaluation Instruments must be translated and edited.  
 The curriculum needs editing for consistency with Celebrating Families!   

  

2. We have an opportunity to complete a retrospective, professional level evaluation of program 
effectiveness at Champions for Recovery in Hanford, CA.  (A retrospective study on the impact of 
any intervention program for children of alcoholics/addicts has never been completed.)  
Champions (a community-based nonprofit) has been using Celebrating Families! since 2007 with 
all participants completing evaluation instruments.  However these instruments have not been 
analyzed.  In addition Champions has regular contact with many past participants (ranging from 
a District Attorney’s family to ex-prisoners) with several serving as CF! co-leaders.  So there is 
the opportunity to follow-up with families who attended CF! up to 5 years ago. 
 

This site offers an incredible opportunity to complete a retrospective evaluation of the impact 
and effectiveness of Celebrating Families!   Shirley Sparks Grief, PPI Advisory Committee 
member, is reviewing and analyzing the data in the instruments, pro bono.  Rivka Greenberg, 
Ph.D., and Judith Cohen, Ph.D., national evaluators, also working pro bono, are creating a 
proposal for an unidentified national funder to provide a qualitative and quantitative, academic 
level, evaluation review for publication.   
 

3. Based on feedback from trained sites, NACoA requested that PPI integrate the CF! 2010 
Activity Supplement into a 2012 edition of Celebrating Families! rather than providing it as a 
separate document. This will be the first up-grade of the CF! curriculum since 2006.  
 

All three projects require additional funding. And so, after several years, I am asking for your 
help. Several PPI staff and all Advisory Committee members continue to provide services pro-
bono. Yet, PPI needs to raise $20,000 to complete these projects:   

a. $15,000 towards completion and publication of  ¡Celebrando Familias!   
b. $5,000 for expenses involved in the development of the Champions evaluation proposal. 

(The full Champions evaluation project will cost an additional $40,000.)  
c. The integration of the Activity Supplement into a 2012 CF! edition has already been 

funded by one of our long-term supporting family foundations.  (Lynch Family Funds). 
   
PPI could not have done all of this work (nor received our awards) without your persistent caring 
and consistent financial support.  I am happy to answer any questions you might have or meet 
with you to discuss the projects further.   
 

Thank you! 
 

 
Rosemary Tisch 
Director 
 

15040 Encina Court, Saratoga, Ca  95070 Phone:  408-406-0467  Email:  rstisch@aol.com   

www.preventionpartnership.us or www.celebratingfamilies.net 

Corporate Offices: 2422 Divide Way, Santa Maria, CA  93458  Phone:  805-614-2824

mailto:rstisch@aol.com
http://www.preventionpartnership.us/
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NACoA’s Ackerman/Black Award Presented to Rosemary Tisch 
 

Rosemary Tisch, MA, Director of Prevention Partnership International of San Jose, California, has been 
honored with the 2011 Ackerman/Black Award, given by the National Association for Children of 
Alcoholics (NACoA).  The award recognizes individuals whose life work has continuously raised awareness 
about and increased support for children and families impacted by alcohol or drug dependence in the 
family. 
 

The National Institute for Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism estimates one in four children under the age of 
18, grows up in a home where there is alcohol abuse. Countless additional children and families are hurt 
by parental drug use.  These environments can negatively impact youth – socially, emotionally, and 
behaviorally and can affect school success, involvement with the juvenile justice system, relationships, 
and employment.   
 

“NACoA is pleased to honor and thank Rosemary Tisch for her extraordinary contributions to healing 
children and families hurt by the addiction of a loved one,” said Sis Wenger, NACoA President.  “Her more 
than 25 years of creating and managing programs that facilitate recovery for children of addicted parents, 
along with the training of those who implement programs, has benefited countless children and their 
families. Further, her work has been recognized by federal, state and local authorities who have adopted 
her programs to address the need for positive influences in the lives of children and families and for 
additional support to recover.”  
 

Rosemary’s early work, Kids Are Special in the 1980s, was a precursor to the development of Celebrating 
Families!™ which is a strong evidence-based program that promotes recovery for the whole family and 
provides parenting and life skills training with its focus on sustaining recovery and attaining family 
cohesion and stability.  Celebrating Families!™ is currently listed at the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Service’s National Registry of Evidence Based Programs and Practices.  It is now a NACoA program 
and is being used across the country in drug courts, addiction treatment programs, and community-based 
health and human service agencies.  Ms. Tisch has also specialized in programs for addicted women and 
their children across the United States, in Russia, Mexico and most recently in Argentina.  Her career also 
included a special focus on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) and efforts to help pregnant women 
to abstain from alcohol and other substances that damage fetal development, which can have lifelong 
consequences.  
 

The award is named after two NACoA founders, Robert J. Ackerman, PhD, and Claudia Black, PhD, 
who for more than 30 years, have been instrumental in contributing to the knowledge base about 
young and adult children of alcoholics, through their research, writing, teaching and advocacy. “They 
were among the first to introduce the need to address the impact of parental alcoholism and drug 
addiction on developing children, one of the highest at risk populations,” said Wenger.  Dr. Black 
joined Wenger in presenting the award to Ms. Tisch at the National Conference on Addictive 
Disorders in San Diego on September 20. 
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From Claudia Blackôs Fall Newsletter:   

Sis Wenger of NACoA (National Association for Children of Alcoholics) and I honored Rosemary Tisch, 

MA with the 2011 Ackerman/Black Award. She was given this award for her twenty-five years of creating, 

training, and managing the implementation of remarkable programs that facilitate recovery for children of 

addicted parents. Rosemary is someone I have known since her early work and she is tireless in her eǟorts 

regarding children, working within systems that impact them all through the community. Most recently, she 

was the author of Celebrating Families!™, an evidence-based curriculum written for families in which one 

or both parents have a serious problem with alcohol or other drugs and in which there is a high risk for 

domestic violence, child abuse, or neglect. Tis program works with every member of the family from ages 

three through adult to strengthen recovery from alcohol and/or other drugs, break the cycle of addiction, 

and increase successful family reunification. Congratulations Rosemary!  You are an inspiration to all of us 

and have made and will continue to make a diǟerence in this world. 

 


